Reducing vulnerability to crime when completing building work to your house
If you are planning to carry out building work to your house you have probably already thought about getting advice, information and relevant permissions from the Planning and Building Control teams.  But, have you thought about taking this opportunity to make your home safer?

Large scale developments have to make sure the design of new buildings does not increase the likelihood of crime happening in an area.  It’s not only commercial developers who should consider how their buildings impact on crime and disorder; this is something individual residents should think about too.  

If you are considering making improvements to your home please see if you could include home security improvements too.  Research from the Association of British Insurers published in 2006 found that the following minimum standards will help to make your home safer:
Doors
· All doors (front doors, rear doors and side entrances) should be resistant to attack.  Look for the PAS 24 standard.
· If you have a glazed panel next to your door that is an integral part of the doorframe then you should make sure this also is resistant to attack (it should also conform to PAS 24).
· Door locks should conform to 

· BS EN 1303 grade 3 for cylinder locks, or

· BS 3621:1998 for other door locks.

· All glazing within doors or next to doors should have a laminated outer pane, be securely fixed and have a minimum thickness of 6.4mm.

· Install a door chain or other type of opening limiter.  Remember to use it!

· Install a door viewer and remember to use it!

· Internal doors linking your garage to your home should meet the same physical standard as your front door.

· If you have a conservatory there should be a door separating this from your home.  This door should also meet the same physical standard as your front door.
Sliding patio or French doors
· Fit multi-point deadlocking systems with three or more hook bolts (or similar) and the lock cylinders should incorporate “anti-drill” resistance (the current standard is BS EN 1303 grade 3).

· Fit an anti-lift device.  Make sure the frame is not easily demountable by access to screws or other fixings.

Communal entrance doors
· Communal entrance doors should meet the same physical standard as front doors.

· They should be automatic closing, fitted with an automatic deadlocking lock and an internal thumb turn, knob or handle.

· External entry should be by latch withdrawal by use of the key, not the lever/handle.
· Entrance doors to flats off a shared corridor or stairway should meet the same physical specification as a front door.

Windows
· Ground floor windows and those on the first floor that are easily accessible should conform to an enhanced security specification (currently BS7950:2004) and include key operated locks.

· Windows should meet the performance standard for the materials used in the window frame construction.  Currently these are

· BS 4873 for aluminium windows

· BS 7412 for PVC-U windows

· BS644 or BWF Timber Window Accreditation Scheme for timber windows

· BS 6510 for steel windows

· Glazing should be laminated to current standards of 6.4mm thickness.

Lighting
· Outside lighting should be fitted to illuminate external doors and vulnerable areas (e.g. rear garden) and be controlled by passive infrared detectors.

CCTV systems
· Where more than 8 households use a common entrance, a CCTV camera and wiring should be incorporated.

· Where 4 or more flats are served by a common entrance the doors should be fitted with an access control system with an electronic lock release and entry phone linked to the flats.

Intruder alarms
· Please see additional guidance on choosing a burglar alarm http://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=19163. Whichever type you install, remember to use it!
For more information about making your home safer please see the following websites:

Home Office “A Guide to Home Security” http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/cpghs.htm
Secured by Design

http://www.securedbydesign.com/index.aspx
Alternatively contact Hillingdon Police Crime Prevention Officers (020 8246 1779 or 020 8246 1822) or your local Safer Neighbourhood Team (call 0300 123 1212).
The BS and PAS codes listed here are the current standards.  These can be revised by the British Standards Institute so always check with a reputable builder or supplier or speak to the Crime Prevention Officers.
