
Early Support Funding (ESF) Application Guidance 

 

Applications for ESF are now made through a tailored referral portal. To make an 

application, you need the following information: 

- Child’s name, date of birth and home address 

- Child’s Unique Pupil Number 

- The date the child started at your school 

- Parent/carer consent 

- Parent/carer email address 

- Supporting evidence (e.g. My Support Plan, professional reports) 

The application portal can be accessed at this web address: 

https://educationestablishmentportal-ext-hil-prd.syhapp.com This link will take you to 

the establishment portal homepage. Click the ‘Login to the Establishment Portal’ 

button: 

This will take you to the establishment login page. After you have logged in, you will 

be taken to the Forms page. Click the ‘SEND Advisory Service Referral and Funding’ 

option in the green header bar:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://educationestablishmentportal-ext-hil-prd.syhapp.com/


 

 

 

To make an application for ESF, scroll down to the ‘Funding Applications’ section and 

press ‘Apply for Early Support Funding’. 

 

 

 

 



 

This will take you to the ESP Application form. Select which type of setting you are 

and click ‘next’. 

N.B. ESF applications can only be made by schools – if you select the 

‘PVI/Childminder/EY Setting/School Nursery’ option, you will not be able to proceed. 

 

This will take you to the Referral Details page. Select ‘Search Local Establishments’ 

and then select the name of your school from the dropdown list. 

N.B. Out of Area (OOA) schools are not eligible for ESF. 

 

Work through the form, completing the Applicant Details and the child’s details. 

When asked to ‘Select the descriptor that best describes the child’, please refer to 

pages 7-13 of the ESF Guidance. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bf85d9054c168ef6d13b7709be402ae2171a7dae6428177913c0b2acdbe7856dJmltdHM9MTc1NjMzOTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=33cb3267-f4d2-6ee9-1a77-2466f5f56f30&psq=hillingdon+esf+guidance&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGlsbGluZ2Rvbi5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvMTk2MC9FYXJseS1TdXBwb3J0LUZ1bmRpbmctR3VpZGFuY2UvcGRmL3FuRVNGX0d1aWRhbmNlXzIwMjUucGRmP209MTc0MDY3MTU0MTU2Mw


At the bottom of the page, please attach supporting evidence. Examples of this will 

include a My Support Plan, Provision Map (not costed) and Parent Consent. 

The evidence should demonstrate: 

• Implementation of Graduated Response over time. 

• At least two completed cycles of Assess, Plan, Do, Review 

• Clear evidence of interventions specific to area of need identified within 

application. 

• Involvement of external professionals and evidence of their advice being 

implemented and evaluated. 

• Clear detail of how additional funding will be spent with clear measurable 

outcomes. 

Further information regarding what an ESF Application should include can be found 

on pages 4-5 of the ESF Guidance. 

Evidence can be attached by selecting the ‘Upload Document’ button. 

 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=bf85d9054c168ef6d13b7709be402ae2171a7dae6428177913c0b2acdbe7856dJmltdHM9MTc1NjMzOTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=33cb3267-f4d2-6ee9-1a77-2466f5f56f30&psq=hillingdon+esf+guidance&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGlsbGluZ2Rvbi5nb3YudWsvbWVkaWEvMTk2MC9FYXJseS1TdXBwb3J0LUZ1bmRpbmctR3VpZGFuY2UvcGRmL3FuRVNGX0d1aWRhbmNlXzIwMjUucGRmP209MTc0MDY3MTU0MTU2Mw


This will open your computer files where you can select the file you would like to 

upload. When a file has been successfully uploaded, it will appear in green. You will 

need to upload each file separately. 

 

Finally, confirm that you have received parental consent and then click the ‘Submit 

Form’ button. 

 

After you have submitted a referral, this is assessed by the ESF Panel and the 

decision is made whether ESF will be awarded. 

 


