
 

Special Educational Needs Inclusion Funding (SENIF) Application Guidance 

General Portal Information ...................................................................................... 1 

Individual SENIF Applications .................................................................................. 3 

Group SENIF Applications ....................................................................................... 5 

 

General Portal Information 

Applications for SENIF are now made through a tailored referral portal. 

The application portal can be accessed at this web address: 

https://educationestablishmentportal-ext-hil-prd.syhapp.com This link will take you to 

the establishment portal homepage. Click the ‘Login to the Establishment Portal’ 

button: 

https://educationestablishmentportal-ext-hil-prd.syhapp.com/


This will take you to the establishment login page. After you have logged in, you will 

be taken to the Forms page. Click the ‘SEND Advisory Service Referral and Funding’ 

option in the green header bar:  

To make an application for SENIF, scroll down to the ‘Funding Applications’ section. 

If you are applying for SENIF for an individual child press ‘Apply for an Individual 

SENIF Funding’.  

 

 

If you are applying for SENIF for an group of children press ‘Apply for a Group 

SENIF Application’. 



 

Individual SENIF Applications 

After you have clicked press ‘Apply for an Individual SENIF Funding’, you will be 

taken to the Portal SENIF Application page. 

Work through the form, completing your details (the Applicant) and the child’s details. 

When asked to provide ‘Starting Point Scores’ for each area of need, input the score 

the child achieves for each area of the Department for Education Early Years SEND 

Assessment. The assessment tools can be accessed here. In the comments section, 

you will need to describe why the child has been given the score they were. 

 

When asked to select the descriptor that best describes the child, make reference to 

pages 11-31 of the SENIF Guidance. Select the ‘best fit’ descriptor for the child. 

You will be given the opportunity to attach evidence which supports the application. 

This will need to evidence how the child meets the descriptor you selected. If you 

have identified that the child meets the descriptors for EY3, 4 or 5, you will need to 

attach their My Support Plan. 

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-for-practitioners/send-assessment/how-to-use-the-assessment-tools
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=ea40e427d82a560a43f3c9a6b9d831bf66bc020e7fe5e7c5d651e6e94db86e4cJmltdHM9MTc1NjMzOTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=33cb3267-f4d2-6ee9-1a77-2466f5f56f30&psq=senif+guidanceh+illingdon&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9sZWFwLmhpbGxpbmdkb24uZ292LnVrL21lZGlhLzE3MTExL1NFTklGLUd1aWRhbmNlLUp1bHktMjAyNS9wZGYvbGpTRU5JRl9HdWlkYW5jZV9KdWx5XzIwMjVfLnBkZj9tPTE3NTU2ODY1ODM2NDM


Evidence can be attached by selecting the ‘Upload Document’ button. 

This will open your computer files where you can select the file you would like to 

upload. When a file has been successfully uploaded, it will appear in green. You will 

need to upload each file separately. 

Finally, confirm that you have received parental consent and then click the ‘Submit 

Form’ button. 

 

After you have submitted a referral, this is assessed by the SENIF Panel and the 

decision is made whether SENIF will be awarded. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Group SENIF Applications 

If you are submitting a SENIF Application for a group of children, you will need to press 
‘Apply for a Group SENIF Application’. 

This will take you to a Microsoft Form on a separate browser tab. Work through the 
Microsoft Form, completing your setting details and your details. 

When asked, list the children’s names below and ‘add in total Starting Point Score for 
each child’. This is calculated by adding together the Department for Education Early 
Years SEND Assessment  scores for each area of need to produce a score out of 288. 

When you have completed the for, please press the ‘Submit’ button. After you have 

submitted a referral, this is assessed by the SENIF Panel and the decision is made 

whether SENIF will be awarded. 

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-for-practitioners/send-assessment/how-to-use-the-assessment-tools
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/support-for-practitioners/send-assessment/how-to-use-the-assessment-tools

